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On 19 November, 1966, 18-year-old female was referred to our clinic from another 
hospital with the suspicious diagnosis of a needle inserted into the heart. She had been 
working in the spinning mill before her first admission and had had no history of needle 
insertion. She had been admitted to the previous hospital for the treatment of pericolitis 
and nephritis. On the occasions of pyelography and abdominal fluoroscopy, a needle was 
incidentally found in the left abdomen. Postero-anterior and lateral X ray films taken 
shortly after the admission to our clinic showed 3 cm long needle lying close to the apex 
of the h伺 rt. It was concluded that a needle lay within the anterior my配 ardiumof right 
ventricle and surgical remove was determined. 
On 21 November, in preparation of pump oxygenator system, her mediastinum was 
entered through sternum splitting incision. When the apex of heart was lifted from the 
pericardial sac, pus membrane of two square millimeters was found on the anterior surface 
of right ventricle close to the anterior descending branch of left coronary artery. After 
removal of that membrane, an end of broken needle was easily located and was rmlled 
away with Kocher’s hemostat. Wound was not sutured because of no bleeding from it. 
It was a sewing needle without head and was stuck in the direction of interventricular 
septum. Her p田toperaivecourse was uneventful. Some considerations were added as to 
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